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 Bayfield County Administrator  
117 E 5th Street, PO Box 878, Washburn, WI 54891 

Ph: 715-373-6181     Fx: 715-373-6153 

 

Mark Abeles-Allison, County Administrator   
Kristine Kavajecz, Assistant 

 
BAYFIELD COUNTY  

AD HOC CERVID STUDY  COMMITTEE  
Rob Lombard  Jon Gilbert   Fred Strand   Mike Amman 
Sandra Naas  Tim Bratley    Jason Fischbach   Ben Dufford  

  
Advisory Members:  Rob Schierman, Planning & Zoning Administrator  
  Mark Abeles -Allison, County Administrator  
 
Dear Committee Members:  
This letter is written t o inform you of the Bayfield County Ad Hoc Cervid Study  
Committee  Meeting scheduled for Thursday March 7, 2019, 5:00pm, at the  
County Board Room, Bayfield  County Annex Building , Washburn , WI .  The agenda 
for this meeting is as follows:   

 
Notice is hereby given that a majority of the Bayfield County Board may be present at the meeting to gather 

information about a subject over which they have decision-making responsibility. This constitutes a meeting of 

the Bayfield County Board pursuant to State ex rel. Badke v.Greendale Village Bd., 173 Wis. 2d 553, 494 

N.W.2d 408(1993), and must be noticed as such, although the County Board will not take any formal action at 

this meeting. 

AGENDA  
1)  Call to Order  

2)  Public Comment 

3)  Discussion and Possible Action rega rding minutes of January 10, 2019  and 

February 28, 2019 meeting  minutes 

4)  Introduction of  Laurie Seale, Wisconsin Whitetails, Tim Bratley  

5)  Presentation  Laurie Seale, Wisconsin Whitetails  

6)  Discussion regarding future presentations on Cervid diseases and human h ealth 

concerns. 

7)  Discussion regarding preliminary findings of study group and possible county 

actions.  
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8)  Discussion regarding April and May agenda items.  

9)  Future meeting dates:  

a. Thursday, April 4  

b. Thursday, May 2  

12) Adjournment  

Should you have any questions in  the meantime, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mark Abeles -Allison  
Bayfield County Administrator  
 
MAA/kak  
 
Any person planning to attend a Bayfield County meeting that has a disability 

requiring special accommodations should contact 373-6100, 24-hours before the 

scheduled meeting, so appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 
cc: Bayfield County Board of Supervisors    
 The Daily Press, via fax  
 The County Journal, via fax  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 



BAYFIELD COUNTY 
AD HOC CERVID STUDY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
January 10, 2019 (to be approved) 

 
1. Call To Order 

The Chair, Fred Strand called the meeting to order at 5.04 p.m. 
 
Committee Members Present: Fred Strand, Chair; Mike Amman, Vice                                                                               
Chair; Jon Gilbert, Sandra Naas, Tim Bratley, Jason Fischbach and Ben Dufford. 
Committee Members Excused: Rob Lombard 
Advisory Members: Rob Schierman –Planning and Zoning Administrator       

                                            Mark Abeles-Allison–County Administrator– excused 
Others Present:  Dr. Darlene Konkle, Assistant State Veterinarian and Dr. Amy 
Horn-Delzer, Veterinary Specialist, Division of Animal Health, Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (via Skype). Gerry 
DePerry, Native American Perspective (in person). 

    
2. Public Comment:  none 

 
3. Review and approval of minutes of December 6, 2018.  Motion by Jon Gilbert, seconded by 

Ben Dufford. 
 

4. Introduction of Dr. Darlene Konkle and Dr. Amy Horn-Delzer by Fred Strand 
 

5. Introduction of Dr. Darlene Konkle: Dr. Konkle is the Assistant State Veterinarian in the 
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. She received a Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1993.  She 
completed a residency in large animal internal medicine and worked on clinical practice before 
joining the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection in 2005.  In 
the Division of Animal Health, Dr. Konkle oversees animal disease control programs, and 
coordinates emergency response planning for foreign and emerging diseases of livestock and 
poultry. 

 
Introduction of Dr. Horn-Delzer: Dr. Horn-Delzer grew up on a Clark County dairy farm.  She 
attended UW-River Falls and is a 1989 graduate of the UW School of Veterinary Medicine.  Dr. 
Horn-Delzer was in mixed animal/dairy practice for 3 years in Waconia, MN and 23 years in 
Stoughton, WI.  Dr. Horn-Delzer joined the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection in November 2015 as Veterinary Specialist, Manager of the Farm Raised 
Deer and CWD Programs, Division of Animal Health. 
 

6. Presentation by Dr. Horn-Delzer 
 
PowerPoint on file for review and attached hereto. 
 
Dr. Horn-Delzer stated the PowerPoint was based on facts and rules and not opinions. Federal 
Laws; Code of Federal Regulations and State Laws: Statues and Administrative laws.  Rules 
that Regulate Cervid: Domestic animals, farm raised deer livestock.  There are deer keeper 
requirements for enrolled premises and non-enrolled premises.  
 
Our Mission:  To assist the public in protecting, enhancing and restoring the natural resources of Bayfield County 
 
 



6:10 pm Rob Schierman left meeting. 
6:30 pm Jason Fischbach left meeting. 
7:00 pm Ben Dufford left meeting. 
 

7.  Questions and answers on Dr. Horn-Delzer’s PowerPoint. 
 Dr. Horn-Delzer and Dr. Konkle’s answers to some of the questions that were presented. 
 
 Can the County enforce more stringent rules than the State or Federal rules? 
The answer was unknown and unaffirmed.  It was suggested that you talk with an attorney for      
possible answers and to look at different Statutes. 
 
Are deer farms with CWD required to have double fencing? 
No. 
 
Have any deer farms enrolled in the Herd Status program longer than 5 years had CWD? 
Yes, 7 enrolled deer farms had CWD. 
 
What is the science behind less than 100% testing? 
The most concern is about farms that move live deer. 
 
Can farms with CWD move live deer? 
Yes, only to other farms under the same license. 
 
What is the status of the voluntary Herd Status program? 
The number of enrolled deer farms is decreasing. 
 
The voluntary enrollment is declining, so why the lesser regulations? 
We need the rules and regulations to keep up-to-date information, but the Federal and State 
regulations can change as new information that is gathered.  Without the regulations we would 
not have the statistical information that is needed. 
 
What is the science behind the 5-year movement rule? 
It’s based on Federal rules. 
 
The depopulation rules/program has changed. Why? 
At first CWD farms were depopulated.  This policy changed when depopulation funding 
compensation decreased to no or little funding available for compensation. 
 
There are 14 counties that have CWD in wild deer, but not in deer farms.  What is being 
done to protect the deer farm deer from getting CWD? 
Ask the DNR. 
 
Are the regulations really working? 
Yes, if there were no regulations CWD would increase substantially. 
 
Quarantine: what are the requirements? 
Follow the herd enrollment plan, field inspection and cleaning and disinfecting.  This must all 
be completed before any monetary reimbursement is made and before the 5-year waiting 
period starts for repopulating. 
 
Do disinfectants work? 
Yes, it requires a long contact time. 
 



How do we eliminate the prions in the soil? 
Reduce prions, reduce risks by turning the soil over numerous times, rid the top layer of the 
soil and bury it or use bleach.  Research is pending on different soil types such as clay vs. 
sand. 
 
Are there farms with CWD that still have deer? 
Yes, 21 from 2013; 1 from 2015; 1 from 2016; 2 from 2017 and 1 from 2018. 
 
Could CWD be passed to wild deer from these CWD infected farms? 
The deer are quarantined, fences are inspected, double fencing maybe required in the future. 
 
As CWD is increasing, are the current regulations working? 
Without the current testing, movement restrictions and fencing requirements CWD would be 
much higher.  It’s higher than DATCP would like.  Prions are a challenge. 
 
What is needed to eliminate CWD in captive deer? 
Don’t know.  Need more science.   Remember individual property rights.  It is hard to control 
when it’s present in wild deer.  We’re all responsible. 
 
What needs to be done to eliminate CWD? 
Keep Federal and State regulations and redefine over the years.  CWD will probably never be 
eliminated. 
 

8. Introduction of Gerry DePerry, Native American Perspective by Jon Gilbert 
 

9. Presentation of Gerry DePerry.  Summary 
 
Mr. DePerry spoke about the meaning and Importance of deer to the Ojibwe people. Gerry is a 
member of the Red Cliff Tribe and he explained how the young people of the Tribe are doing 
the hunts to provide food for the elders. Other portions of the deer are also used such as the 
hide and antlers. Animals to the Native Americans are very spiritual creatures. Deer give their 
life for us, we respect them. 
 

10. Questions and answers on Gerry DePerry presentation – Summary 
 

11. What would happen if CWD hit Bayfield County? 
People would hunt less and find a way to test the deer.  Let’s hope that the Reservations and 
Bayfield County stay clear and safe. 

 
12. Draft Work Plan Review:  Jason Fischbach and Fred Strand 

 
13. Planning for February (Tami Ryan, DNR and Laurie Seale, Whitetails of Wisconsin) 

 
14. Future Meeting dates in 2019:  February 7, March 7 and April 4 

 
15. Meeting Adjourned at 7:15pm 

 
Minutes Submitted by:  Karen Swanson 

 
 
 

Our Mission:  To assist the public in protecting, enhancing and restoring the natural resources of Bayfield County 
 



Laurie Seale, Whitetails of Wisconsin, President 
 
 
Laurie Seale has been raising whitetail deer in 
north central Wisconsin for the past 30 years.  She 
currently is the Vice-President of Whitetails of 
Wisconsin and has been a board member of this 
association for the past 18 years.  She is very 
active on the federal and state level in the 
regulatory and political arena.  She has been a 
member of the United States Animal Health 
Association for the past 14 years and travels 
annually to Madison, Wisconsin and Washington, 
D.C. to represent the cervid industry.  She has 
been involved with CWD rules and regulations 
since CWD was first discovered in Wisconsin in 
2002 and is well versed in CWD research past and 
present. 



*Urine bottled by ATA Deer Protection Program producers. 

11 facilities in the ATA Deer Protection Program  provide 95% of 

commercial urine.

NATURAL DEER URINE 
AND CWD TRANSMISSION

FACT 
SHEET

THE CHANCE OF BOTTLED 

URINE* TRANSMITTING 
CWD IS VIRTUALLY ZERO.

FACT: CWD in urine can not be detected without ampliÞcation. 

Urine from even clinically sick deer must be highly concentrated in order to 

produce enough prions to test. The popularly referenced study for CWD in deer 

required a dosage of urine concentrated TEN TIMES GREATER than normal and 

had to be injected DIRECTLY INTO THE BRAIN .  

FACT: Even under experimental conditions that were extremely unnatural,  

ONLY 1 IN 10 subjects proved infected. 

Haley NJ, Seelig DM, Zabel MD, Telling GC, Hoov er EA (2009) Detection of CWD Prions in Urine and Saliva  
of Deer by Transgenic  Mouse Bioassay. PLoS ONE 4(3): e4848. doi:10. 1371/journal.p one.0004848

FACT: ATA DEER PROTECTION PROGRAM EXCEEDS USDA STANDARDS 

¥ Greater monitoring for more thorough testing 

¥ Closed to animal importation / severely restricted exportation 

¥ Double fences to prevent interaction between captive and wild herds 

¥ Annual facility and herd inspections 

Participating urine providers must be whole herd certiÞed participants in 

good standing in the Federal APHIS CWD program and/or related state 

programs. This ensures that the participating providers have at least a 5-year 

history of no positive CWD Þndings within their herds.  

FACT: The 11 participating facilities have been in business much longer 

than Þve years and none  have ever had a positive CWD Þnding.  

FACT: Participating urine providers undergo annual inspections from an 

accredited veterinarian. This includes a review of animal records, state and 

federal documents, an inspection of the perimeter fencing and physical 

review of 20% of the herd. Additionally, every third year will include a 100% 

physical inspection of the herd. 

FACT: Urine-based scents from ATA Deer Protection Program participants 

are essentially triple-insulated from CWD : 

1. Due to the inherently low risk of urine transmitting CWD. 

2. 100% monitoring for CWD at the urine collection facilities further 

reduces any possible risk. 

3. Additional requirements of the ATA Deer Protection Program that go 

beyond USDA standards takes the risk to VIRTUALLY ZERO. 

All major manufacturers participate in the program and use this seal 

on product packaging. 

Learn more about the ATA Deer Protection Program at archery trade.org/deerprotection
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RANKING THE INFECTIVITY 
Barely detectable levels of CWD prions have been found in whitetail deer 
urine, requiring million-fold or more concentration methods to identify 

experimentally. The volumes of urine required for experimental infection 
and detection make the likelihood of urine serving as a natural route route 
of transmissibility inÞnitely small. 

Research shows that urine is the least  likely carrier of CWD prions. 

The experts believe deboned meat and tissues of the digestive system 

(stomach, intestines) contain up to 100,000 times more CWD prions than 
found in urine. The brain, carcass (particularly if the carcass contains a 
brain), and lymphoid tissue contain an exponentially higher number of 

CWD prions, believed to be 1 million times more. 

FACT: The experts, with over 50 years  of collective research knowledge 
in whitetail health, consider urine the lowest risk  for transmitting CWD.

BRAIN

CARCASS

LYMPHOID TISSUE

DEBONED MEAT

DIGESTIVE TISSUE

BLOOD

SALIVA

FECES

URINE

HIGHEST INFECTIVITY

LOWEST INFECTIVITY

Up to 100,000 times 

more CWD prions 

than in urine

Occurrence of CWD 

prions is 1 million 

times higher than in 

urine

It would take 
over 33,000 gallons 

of urine from a terminally 
infected deer to equal 

the infectivity in 
1 gram  of brain.

Leading scientists on the subject of CWD transmission and natural deer urine provide their risk assessment.

HARRY JACOBSON , PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Mississippi State University 

Dr. Jacobsen has over 40 years of experience 
researching captive and free-ranging deer .

NICHOLAS HALEY DVM, PhD 
Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology 
Midwestern University - Glendale Campus 

Dr. Haley authored the seminal study which 
Þrst reported CWD prions in urine. He 
currently works with wildlife and agricultural 
agencies on developing live animal testing 
strategies for CWD in deer and elk as well as 
methods to identify CWD-resistant animals.

THE EXPERTS

DAVIN M. HENDERSON, PhD 
Department of Microbiology, Immunology, 
and Pathology 
Colorado State University  

Dr. Henderson developed the next-
generation tests to detect and quantify CWD 
prions in the saliva, urine and feces of deer 
and elk. He has authored or co-authored over 
13 studies on CWD prions.
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